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SFPA Publishes New Fishery Information Notice on Labelling on Board 

Freezer Vessels 

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) recently published a new Fishery 

Information Notice (FIN) titled ‘Labelling On Board Freezer Vessels.’ The FIN sets out 

the various Fisheries Control and Food Safety Regulatory requirements that apply.  It 

is a matter for each operator to examine and evaluate how their work practices 

conform with the regulatory requirements and how they should be applied onboard 

their vessels.  To ensure maximum compliance with all the regulatory requirements it 

is advisable that all containers/boxes be labelled, for example, for frozen products 

stored in 3kg and 9kg cartons/boxes, the 3kg and 9kg containers must both be 

labelled.  Such an approach should give operators maximum comfort in terms of 

compliance with food safety, traceability, and fisheries control requirements.   

 

REGULATION (EU) 2024/2594 requires that all boxes or blocks of frozen product 

caught within the North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) Convention 

Area – which includes all waters surrounding Ireland – shall be physically labelled on 

board at the time of stowage.  

 

Labels must include an identification mark with the vessel’s approval number, the 

name of the vessel, the three-letter Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United 

Nations (FAO) species code, the production date, and the catch area (International 

Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) sub-area and division). Where frozen 

products are stored in 3kg and 9kg cartons or boxes, both the 3kg and 9kg containers 

shall be labelled with this information. 

 

Further detail must be provided either on the label or accompanying commercial 

documentation once the products are grouped into lots. Operators of freezer vessels 

pre-packing products for the final consumer must ensure their labels include the 

mandatory information to the final consumer, as detailed in the FIN. At all stages, 

operators must provide sufficient information on labels or commercial documents to 

enable retailers to pass on the mandatory information to final consumers.  

 



Operators of freezer vessels and food businesses handling frozen fishery products 

should familiarise themselves with the FIN and the requirements for labelling. Example 

labels and further guidance can be found in the FIN. 

 

The SFPA is committed to supporting compliance with both new and existing 

legislation and are available to provide guidance. For assistance or further details on 

the FIN, please contact: sfpafood&fisheriessupport@sfpa.ie  

Ends 

 

Note to Editor 

The FIN can be accessed on the SFPA website under ‘Fishery Information Notices’ 

and then ‘Marketing, Traceability and Sale’, or by following this link: FFSU-FC-FIN-

OC-16-24 Labelling On Board Freezer Vessels V1  

 

 

Further Information  

About the SFPA  

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) is the independent statutory body 

responsible for the regulation of the sea-fisheries and the sea-food production 

sectors. It promotes compliance with the EU Common Fisheries Policy, sea-fisheries 

law and food safety law relating to fish and fish products, verifies compliance and, 

where necessary, enforces it. Its mandate covers all fishing vessels operating within 

Ireland’s 200-mile limit, over 2,000 Irish registered fishing vessels wherever they 

operate, and all seafood produced in Ireland’s seafood processing companies. The 

SFPA operates through a network of regional port offices situated at Ireland’s main 

fishery harbours. For further information visit: www.sfpa.ie  
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